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GENTLEMEN, 


OWEVER this unexpected addreſs 
may ſurpriſe you, its propriety you 
will not be at a loſs to determine. For to 
whom can an appeal be more properly made 
on a point of chriſtian practice and worſhip, 
than to you; who invite every kind and candid 
aſſiſtance to the execution of your pious plan 
of improving and purifying the worſhip of 
God. To you I can be bold to addreſs myſelf, - 
preſuming on your religious character and con- 
duct, that 1 ſhall meet with a favourable at- 
tention and candid notiſeQ. 


To ſearch the Scriptures, to prove every ſen 
timent and practice by that unerring flandard of 
truth, to approve the things whieh are ex- 
cellent, to adhere to the authority and dictates 
of Chriſt alone, in matters of religion; this is a 
duty, which I perſuade myſelf you think it your 
honour to diſcharge ; and that you can do it uns 
der the auſpices of this benign period, without - 
any injury to your perfons or ſubſtance; is un- 

$2:i3qed m— doubtedly 
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religious enquiry are ſo many and various; 


the progreſs in knowledge and truth neceflarily 


gradual and flow, liable to frequent interrupti- 


ons, perplexed with the intricacies of contrö- 


verſy, and checked by the prejudices of no- 


velty and antiquity,” or of cuſtom and Au- 


thority ; ſo that the diſcovery of truth in any 
one inſtance is the work of time, and of 
frequently renewed deliberation and thought. 
Hence it is not to be wondered at, if the freeſt 
and moſt generous minds cannot, or do not 
entirely,and in every Inſtance, reſcue themſelves 


from the ſhackles of ſuperſtition and error. On 


this account, I preſume, that poſſibly you, 


Gentlemen, have not canvaſſed every point of. 
religious debate and ſtudy; nor ſifted into 


the grounds of every tenet and rite, which 
has received the ſanction of general practice 


and belief, and of publick authority. On the 


ſame account, I am perſuaded that this ſup- 
poſition will not offend you; but that as friends 


to truth alone, you will readily catch the 


hint and aſk, what theme next demands 
your attention? What tenet; what practice 


remains for your ſcrutiny, either upon a Review 


to receive the countenance of a more deliberate 
approbation; or to be difcarded and rejected? 

5 Here allow me to propoſe to your review 
a point of chriſtian practice; which it will be 


ſuppoſed you have maturely, impartially and 


ſeriouſly examined, whenever, in conſequence 
of ydur plan for the improvement of the 


worſhip'of God, the world ſhall be favouted 
with new ſervices for the adminiſtration of 


Baptiſm 


doubtedly your great priviledge. The ſubjects of 
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Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. The former 


of theſe ries is the ſubject, into which I beg 
Jeave to excite 2nd intreat your fair ang candid 
ſcrutiny and enquiry. It is reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe that the Sha gInts, which relate to the 
worſhip of God; if not this, have already paſſ- 
ed under your examination. The next article 
of religious warſhip, which you propoſe to re- 
ir uh the declarations of the new teſta- 


Ment, is, Baptiſm. To reſcue religious worſhip | 


from thoſe carruptions, with which it has been 


mixed, and to form a plan of devotion agree- 
able to the ſimplicity and purity of the Goſpel 


is a noble deſign, a deſign worthy of the con- 
ſtant attention of all who conſult the glory 
of God, the hpnour of their maſter ortheir own 
improvement 1n piety and virtue. This deſign 


cCharity teaches us, is your Aim. Go on, Sirs, 
to proſecute this honourable and uſeful ſcheme! 


As your plan is filled up, may it recommend it- 


ſelf by its increaſing purity and perfection! This 


enlightened age is not entirely free from cor- 
ruption. May you ſearch out the nature and 


ſources of theſe corruptions! And may a fur- 


ther reformation be the object of your pious 
ambition and purſuit ! ; 


As to baptiſm, you will naturally be led tq 


examine the uſual practice of Proteſtants and 


Diſſenters by the records of the New Teſta- 
ment, to diſcoyer whether the ſubjects, the 
qualifications and the manner of adminiſt- 


rating it with them, are conſonant to its 


inſtructions ; if not, our uſual cuſtom muſt 


be looked upon as a corruption of the 


onal 


chyiſtjan ordingace 3 againſt which every rat 
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onal and conſiſtent Chriſtian ſhould bear his. 


. proteſt © This is certainly a matter that deſerves 
our attention and enquiry. Let it not be ob- 
jected againſt ſuch an enquiry; that the ſub- 
Ject of it is a point only of an external and ri- 
tual nature. | oy oe 


For let us conſider! Is it not the incumbent 
duty of Chriſtians to guard againſt error and 
ſuperſtition in every reſpect? Is not the wor- 


ſhip of God to be preſerved PRE and uncorrupt- 


ed in every article? becauſe it carries not with 
it the Bigbeſt obligation and importance: has 
it theretore ns importance, zo weight? Yes, 
certainly: from the authority of God it de- 
rives an obligation not to be reſiſted, and a 
degree of Importance, that is not to be flight- 
ed. Whateyer rite his name and authority 
makes venerable and binding claims our obe- 
dience ; but then, if in our conduct we change 
and alter this rite, if we vary and differ from the 
original model, ſ far as we vary and differ 
from God's appointment, ſo far as the rite is 
altered and changed; /o far it ceaſes to be God's 
rite, and.becomes an inſtitution of our own. 
here let us pauſe. Whether to annul the law 
of God altogether is not a direct oppoſition to 
his authority, we cannot doubt. Is it not a 
point equally clear, that to add to it, and to 
mend it, is arrogance and ſuperſtition? The 
apparent Innocence, harmleſſneſs, or even uſe- 


fulneſs of theſe additions and emendations can 
not juſtify, or excuſe them: For not to obſerve 
that this 1s to reflect upon the wiſdom of God, 
as if it was not equal to the perfection of his own 
ipſtitutions. This Conduct in Religion opens 


2 wide 
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| C3 3 - 
's wide door for every kind of ſuperſtition, and 
all the various inventions of men in the wor- 
ſhip of God. Since if our opinion of the uſe. 
fulneſs and propriety of it will juſtify the intro- 
duction of one new rite, or the alteration of 
any ef God's ordinances; it will juſtify the 
_uſe of a thouſand new rites, and the entire 
change of God's appointment for our own. 
4 Therefore, there is no method of maintaining 
BB. the ſimplicity and purity of the divine inſtitu- 
tion, but by a conſcientious and ſtrict adher- 
ence to the original models, precepts and ex- 
amples. And undoubtedly, one reaſon of 
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i | | God's appointing any rites, and aſcertaining 
4 and fixing the end and deſign of rheſe rites, 
4 wWuas to prevent the follies of ſuperſtition, and 


to guard his worſhip by thoſe ſacred bounda- 
ries, which his wiſdom directed, againſt the in- 
ventions of Men. 


This reaſoning 1s ſufficient to excite our zea- 
lous attachment to God's ordinances accord- 
ing to their primitive models; ſuppoſing that 
theſe ordinances poſſeſſed no intrinſic excel- 
lency and uſe. Bur let us attend to it; is 
this the caſe with chriſtian Baptiſm? No: 
This ordinance is in an affecting manner /gni- 
ficant and expreſſive ;, as it is a badge of our 
chriſtian profeſſion. Ir denotes our belief of 
Chriſt's burial and reſurrection, our ſub- 
miſſion to his aurhority, our reſolutions to 
die unto Sin, and to walk in newneſs of life. 
A profeſſion of our religion made by the ſe- 
: rious, deliberate and voluntary uſe of a rite 
f | ſupported by the clear ſanction of a divine 
: command has an evident and ſtrong tendency 
8 e co 
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60 fix the virtuous refolptian in the heart; to 


impreſs the mind Aebi with all the obliga- 
character; to excite an 


tions. gf the,. chriſtian 5 10 
enquiry into the atteſtatipns and proofs of our 


Lard's miſſion 3 and 10 ſtrike and affect the 


heart of gvery obſerver, ſo 25 to raiſe their 


attention to our religion, and to leave in. 


their breaſts a deyour and reverent regard to 
the divine appointments. Thus it is conſti- 
wted a branch of the religion of the means. 
Thus it poſſeſſes an importance and value of 
the ſame nature with that, which we are ac- 


cuſtomed to affix to prayer and the Lord's 


Supper, and the warſhip of God through 4 
mediator, For the value of all theſe date 
ariſes from their tendency to cheriſh and 
ſtrengthen thoſe diſpoſitions and habits ; which 
render us acceptable to God, amiable in our- 


ſelves, and uſeful to others. This js the ten- 


dency of Baptiſm, Is it not then entitled to 
25 regard and eſteem on the ſame account; 
nic 


= 


religion rational and uſeful ? 


Theſe, conſiderations, it is preſumed, will be 
ſufficient to awaken your regard to, and cany 
did conſideration of the following Letters; 
which have all appeared in our common chan- 


nels of information and news; and which are 


now thus reprinted, to excite an enquiry 


into a point that the u even of 
er 


m either to em- 


the religious and the gaod 


brace without any ſcruples of its divine origi- 


nal and Authority; or about which they are 
indifferent, as the ſubject is only of a ritual 


nature. The ſecond letter, occaſioned by Toe | 
5 | ; | r 


h renders the other inſtrumental duties of 


ELF 
firſt, offers ſome arguments as does the third, 
to invalidate the common practice of Infanr-Bap- 


tiſm. The candid- and impartial will judge of 


_ their force and ftrength: To them the appeal 


is made, concerning the merits of the cauſe, 

Depending. Genttemen; on your candid and 
unbiaſſed attention; permit me to lay before 
you, and, by your means, to offer again to 
the public theſe fugitive pieces. Subjoining this 
intereſting prayer. That candor and meekneſs 


may ſweeten all religious debate; that truth 
may, be the end of ourtenquiries ; thꝗt thoſe 


ſentiments and practices may daily prevail 


more and more, which, however contrary 
to our preſent opi 


by. clear and convincing / evidence... 
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To the Printer of the General Evening Poſt. 


SIR, 8 | = 
As an advocate of the chriſtian world, 
the following Letter craves a place in your 
General Evening. Poſt. . The propriety of 
chuſing that canal of conveyance to the 
eye of the public, you will inſtantly diſ- 
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A Letter to Dr. John Gill, on his late 
1 0 i113 7 c7Pablication. 
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To the Rev. John Gill, D. D. 


SIR, 

Caſting mine eye over the advertiſements 
in the General Evening Poſt of the 3d inſtant, 
I read one with your name affixed, whictt 

greatly 
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1 
greatly ſurprized me. It lies in an extract 
made to the preface of your book againſt in- 
fant-baptiſm, and is as follows. The Pæ- 
« dobaptiſts are ever reſtleſs and uneaſy, en- 
% deavouring to maintain and ſupport, if poſ- 
« ſible, their unſcriptural practice of infant- 
« baptiſm: tho? it is no other than a pillar 


cc of popery that by which antichriſt has 


« ſpread his baneful influence over many na- 
« tions; is the baſis of national churches and 
« worldly eſtabliſhments; that which unites 
« the church and the world, and keeps them 
c“ together; nor can there be a full ſeperation 
« of the one from the other, nor a tho- 
« rough reformation in religion, untill it is 


« wholly removed; and though it has 1 


long and largly obtained and ſtill does ob- 
c tain: I believe with a firm and unſhaken 


&« faith, that the time is haſtening on, when 
© infant-baptiſm will be no more practiſed in 


ce the world, when churches will be formed 
« on the ſame plan they were in the times 
„ of the apoſtles, when goſpel doctrine and 
<« diſcipline will be reſtored to their primitive 


„ Juſtre and purity, when the ordinances - 
e of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper will be 


« adminiſtered as they were at firſt delivered, 
« clear of all preſent corruption and ſuperſti- 


& tion; all which will be accompliſhed; when 


« the Lord ſball be king over all the earth ; 
&« and there ſhall be one Lord and his name one.” 
Good doctor, let me reaſon a little with you: 


Iwill aſk you a few queſtions. Who made 


you a judge or a ſtandard of religious conduct 
to Pedobaptiſts? Is there nothing inſolent and 
arrogant in your charging them with an un- 

C criptural 


g 
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(0 7 
ſcriptural practice, in baptizing their children? 
Have they not the bible in their hands as well 
as you ? And have they not as much right to 
form a judgment for themſelves, both of the 
nature of chriſtian baptiſm and of the proper 
ſubjects of it? Have they not often told you, 
they are perſuaded, that Infant-Baptiſm is of 
-apoſtolical original? That when the goſpel 
was firſt publiſned upon the heads of families 
profeſſing their faith, immediately their whole 
houſnolds were entitled ro baptiſm? They 
reaſonably ſuppoſe young children in fuck 

houſholds ;' and you content yourfelf with the 
leſs reaſonable concluſion. Have they not 
told you, that for eight or nine centuries, the 
infant-right of chriſtian parents to baptiſm 
was never called in queſtion? And, can you 
ſhew, there is any fallacy in their reaſoning ; 
that had infants been excluded baptiſm, the 
Jews muſt have taken great offence ar the rite 
of initiating into the chriſtian covenant? Since 
they had always been parties in the Abrahamic 
and moſaic covenants; they have as much 
as ever a natural right to the priviledges of 
the goſpel covenant, as well as their parents. 
The faith of their parents, we ſay, is the foun- 
dation of that their right: And ſo we con- 
clude the apoſtles thought as well as we; elfe 
they would not have baptized Hoſbolds on the 
profeſſion of faith made by the heads of them, 
But, that we might be at no loſs, the faith 
of the head, whether it was male or a female 
head, conveyed that right equally to the 
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houſehold. So the Jaller and Lydia, Criſpus 
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2 Gaius, with the houſhold of Stephanas 
alſo, | , 


You have been told, doctor, that we bap- 
tizers of infants are ſo far from thinking you 
able to prove us unſcriptural in our practice, 
that we have never once ſeen the adult- baptizer 


produce either precept or precedent for his re- 


fuſing baptiſm to his infant- children; and 
for bringing them to manhood in the chriſtian 
profeſſion unbaptized. If ſcripture, or, any 
authentic hiſtory of the primitive ages of 
chriſtianity, did ſhew any, ſuch cuſtom among 
the firſt chriſtians; it is ſuppoſed the argument 
would have been urged long before this time, 


by the adult-baptizer. And, if baptiſm does 


initiate into the goſpel covenant, we are tempted 


to think, it is not ſo right in you, to refule to 
initiate your children. Chriſtian-Baptiſm, we 


are perſuaded, is what begins a profeſſion ; 


your children are not baptized till a great many 


years after they have made the profeſſion. 
We are therefore inclined to conclude, that you 
have widely miſtaken the deſign of Baptiſm, in 
the manner of applying the rite. You, verily, 
ſeem to make it a confirming, rather than an 
initiating ordinance. 


How it comes to run in your head, doctor 
that Infant-Baptiſin is the pillar of popery, the 
baſis of national churches. and worldly eſtab- 
liſnments, which unite the church and the 


world, is very unaccountable; and, methinks, 


would afford ſome entertaining ſpeculations, 
if you would fayour the world with ſome of 
C 2 your 


Aj 
, 
[4 
: 
. 
ö 
1 
; 
J 


2 — — 
— w * — — 
— - 2 
* 2 — . ares wrnEtonanutihys — 41 
— OI 5 — 


82 1 
„ — 


— _ Are 3 
— 
— 


2 DIE” 


. 
your curious lucubrations upon it. One would 
not doubt, but your great talents would ren- 
der you as capable of diſplaying the evidence, 
with as much addreſs, as you have in one tract 
exhibited, The dofrine of the Cherubim, and in 
another, The doctrine of the wheels in the viſion 
of Ezekiel. Indeed, I mould be apt to con- 
clude, you would find the ſubject altogether 


as viſionary, 


Tt would be ſuperfluous, loſt labour to 
attempt a diſturbance of your firm and un- 
ſhaken faith, Of the time haſtening on, 
“ when infant-baptiſm will be no more prac- 
& tiſed in the world,” Do you conclude 
this, doctor, from the world's becoming leſs 
decent and more indelicate ? If you aſk, why 
I put this queſtion, it is, verily, becauſe of 
your mode of baptizing. I can never be per- 
ſuaded that plunging could be apoſtolical; 
and I will give you this reaſon for it among 


others, the purifying either by water, or by 


blood, was always by ſprinkling; and never 
by immerſion, under the moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion. 


What your ideas are of the time, „Men 
10 the Lord ſhall be king over all the earth, and 
& there ſhall be one Lord, and bis name one,” 
I am not able to ſay ; but, if it ſhould have 
ſuch an imagery belonging to it, as the Mil- 
* Rnarians' have fondly fancied, there will then 
| be no occafion at all for the one, or the o- 
ther. 


But, 


| * 

But upon a cloſe examination of this Ex- 
tract from your preface, what are the con- 
cluſions which you would have mankind draw 
from your account of baptiſm ? It youu. do 
not chuſe to ſpeak out, doctor, I will, for 
once, be Balaam's aſs, and ſpeak for the pro- 
phet. You would have it thought, that 201 
dom dwells only with adult-baptizers, that all 
the world but yourſelves are in a manifeſt, 
capital error; that baptiſm, performed at a- 
dult-age and by plunging, is that, without 
which no reformation can ever be attainable. 
Have a little patience, doctor, whilſt I tell 
you, that BicoTRry has a very hoſpitable re- 
ception with you: ſhe feaſts herſelf in your 
tabernacles. Strange it is, bur as true it is, 
the beſt natured adult-baptizer loſes temper 
whenever he is confronted, and employs his 
attention to baptiſm, 


+ A diſcernment of this, occaſioned the ve- 
nerable Mr. Emlyu to publiſh his previous 
_ queſtion, I remember to have aſked him 
his reaſon, he told me, He did it to abate 
c the confidence, and damp the fire of the 
e adult-baptizers.” Upon a careful review, 
I would adviſe Dr. Gi not to publiſh this 
_ extraft any more, and to expunge it from the 
preſace he has written, unleſs he be determin- 
ed to continue his contemptuous claims to 
infallibility. 

Jam,; 5 

The Doctor's humble, 
Tho unchriſtian Servant, 


Pædobaptiſt. 
October 7, 1765. „ i 


( 14, ): 


P. S. The doctor will not think it of any 
importance that. I give him my name, ſince 1 
do not remark on him as a private perſon, but 
as an advocate for the chriſtian world, whom 


he has moſt uncharitably excluded the chriſtian 
church. | 
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LETTER I. 


To the, Printer of the General Evening Poſt, 


S I. R, 555 | 
The encloſed- letter begs the favour of be- 
ing conveyed to the public by the means of 
your paper, and it will lay an obligation on 
your humble ſervant, 
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To a Pædobaptiſt. 
85 I R, : 


Jour animadyerſions on an advertiſement, 
of Dr. Gill's, in the, Central Evening Pof . for, 
the 12th inſtant, hays produced this. addreſs, 
The author of it is an entire ſtranger to 
the doctor, and craves your attention for a 
moment, only from a regard to the mo- 
mentous intereſts. of chriſtian benevolence 
and truth. Lou cannot be inſenſible, Sir, 
to the importance of a ſpirit of candor, 

. forbearance 


© WI, | 
Torbearamce and meekneſs in a chriſtian 4 fince 
a breach of theſe amiable duties, in your ap- 
prehenfion, gave riſe to your ſtrickures; moſt 
_ Teafonable then was the expectation and hope, 
that you would have guarded againſt the 
appearances of the oppoſite temper. But, with 
concern, I muft obſerve, that you offend a- 
gainſt this temper in almoſt the very ſame 
inſtances, which you condemn in the doctor. 
He charges the Pædobaptiſtis with an unſcrip- 
tural practice: This. you think a juſt ſubject of 
your reſentment; and how do you reſent it? 
but by retorting the charge. We (lay you) 
have never ſeen the adult-baptizer produce 
seither precept or precetient; for his refuſing 
< baptiſm to his infant children.” x 


You are diſguſted with the doctor for con- 
fidering and repreſenting your 3 as the 
Pillar of popery, and the baſis of national 
churches and worldly eſtabfiſhments. But, 
What can be ſappoſed to raiſe a greater diſ- 
guſt, or to give a greater ſhack to a devour 
mind, whoſe reverential regard to the autho- 
rity of Chriſt is the cauſe of his attachment 
to the mode of immerſion, . than that ſevere 
and ungenefcus keflection which you fo plaiol 
inſinuate, When you aſk the doctor, whether 
he derives his 'ho 8 of the growing rec t- 
on of his ſentimehts, from the World's 

« becoming gels detent ad mote indeſicate 2” 
And ſurely you cannot allow yourſelf thus 
to offend any libneſty upright; ' tatable 
cliriſtian. e TED | 


PI” 
As 


* 


1 

As to your general and univerſal charge of 
bigotry againſt the adult-baptizer: would 
to God! there was not too much reaſon to 
return it on the Pædobaptiſts: whoſe zeal, 
when this point is the object of it, too of- 
ten tranſgreſſes the bounds of candor and 
moderation. May the period haſten ! when 
the ſpirit of love will glow in the boſoms of 
every party of chriſtians, and warm their 
breaſts with the benevolent ambition of rival- 
ling each other in every kind, candid and 
good natured virtue. 

To theſe ſtrictures on the manner and ſpirit, 
in which you animadverted on the doctor, al- 
low me to ſubjoin ſome remarks on the ſub- 
ject, in anſwer to yours. | 


Has not the apoſtle, Sir, aſſured us, that 
there is but one baptiſm? What one fingle de- 
terminate meaning and delign then does 
baptiſm bear in the new teſtament ? In the 
new teſtament precepts, does it denote and 
ſignify a perſonal 3 1 of faith in Chriſt?* 


or 


* Agreeable to this idea of baptiſm, you aſſert as the 
general perſuaſion of the Pzdobaptiſts, that this Ordĩ - 


nance is what begin: 4 profeſſion. Now, Sir, do but ad- 


here to this idea and: notion of chriſtian-baptiſm; and 
judge who miſtake the deſign of Baptiſm : Whether hey, 
who adminiſter it as the rite, by which we profeſs our 
faith in Chriſt? Or they, who uſe it as a right by which 
they devote their children to God, and enter into a vow 
for their religious education? Whether %% miſtake the 
deſign of the ordinance (which jou in the name of the 
Pzdobaptiſts, ſay, begins a profeſſion) who adminiſter 
1t to ſubjects; that by the uſe of their underſtanding, 
their faith and devour affections can and do by it, make 
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to believers and children; > of a devout dediz 
. cation of children to the care of God; and the 
J patronage of the redeemer ? Which of theſe 
3 deſigns and ends of baptiſm does the evan- 
; gelical hiſtory countenance? Or does it 
: countenance. all of them; ? Has the paſſage 
1 been ever produced, where it evidently; clearly 
3 and expreſsly, or even by inference and de: 


duction, conveys the #wo latter of theſe inten · 
tions? If it has not, by what authority do 
we apply baptiſm - to any other uſe, or any 
other view, than that ſingle view it beats 
through all the new teſtament, as an ack- 
nowledgement of our faith in Chriſt, 1 


” Tu 


a profeſſion of .Chriſt's makatity and character: Or, 
they, who adminiſter it to Subjects that cannot exer- 
ciſe any one act of the mind neceſſary to a profeſſion 1 
of any ſentiment; nor are in the leaſt degree nk ſible of 
the deſign of the rite impoſed gpon them. If ; it be- 
gin @ profeſſion, and infants are incapable of profel 
any thing ; it they are made the ſubjects of it; the de- . 
-fign of the ordinance is miſtaken and perverted, If it 
begin a Profeſſion ; it cannot be confiſtently obſerved by 
any, till they arrive at; underſtanding to know-the mean- 
| ing and to diſcern the reaſonableneſs of this profeſſion : 
and acpording. to your own. declaration, that this rite 
e a proſeſſion: 2 it 1s, üſed; the proſeſion 
1 . and net before ; for tho' perſons grow up in 
3 nowledge of e chriſtian faith, and for a great 
3 — years attend 1 — worſhip of chriſtian. ſocieties ; 
* yet, they 2 pre Wee. nor according. to the in- 
1 ttention and comman briſt baye made à profeti- 
| op of the. chriſtian. faith, All they Nr a — 55 to 
„Baptiſm | rage, Sir, as you have plainly told us, this 
- Fae begins a profeſſion. 3 that upon your own prin- 
fee 1 li t. is an inden ordinance, though ac ed 
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: You and your friends, Sir, * reaſonably 


«ſuppoſe that there were children in the 
« houſeholds” mentioned in the Acts; bur, 
is ſuppoſition, is a concluſion drawn merely 
from the word houſehold (which if it ever does, 
certainly ſometimes does not include children) 
to be the rule of our faith and practice in 
a point, which can depend ſolely on the au- 
thority of Jeſus Chriſt? Are our ſuppoſiti- 
ons and concluſions to be ſubſtituted inſtead 


of the commands and directions of our Lord ? 


You cannot think ſo: Beſides, Sir, once more 
conſult the hiſtories of thoſe houſholds ; 
eſpecially of Cornelius and the Jailor; tlie 
members of which, who were baptized, are 
likewiſe ſaid to hearken to the word, to be- 
lieve, to rejoice and to receive the Holy 


Spirit? are thele things to be underſtood of 


infants ? 


As to your argument from the practiſe of 
circumciſion under rhe Abrahamic and Mo- 
ſaic diſpenſations :* You need not be inform- 
5 Fo ed 


e Since they had always been parties in the Abra- 
hamic and in the Maſaic covenants, they have as much 
as ever, 4 natural right to the priviledges of the goſpel 
covenant, as well as their parents.” On this arguing, 
] beg leave to obſerve, (1.) That it is founded ON 2 

. miſtaken principle; ſince under no religious diſpenſati- 
on, either parents or children can claim the bleflings of 
it, as their natural right; becauſe the conſtitution of 
thoſe diſpenſations with the various priviledges and im- 
munities thereof, flows from the mere fayour,' good 
pleaſure and free Mercy of God. (2.) If this reaſon- 
ing holds in the preſent caſe good; it willwith equal 


- Arength prove our right and claim under every ſucceeding 
| | do 
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ed, that the females (if circumciſion effected it) 
were not then parties in the covenant ; ſo that 
the proof is drawn only from the particular 
circumſtances of the males; and with great 
propriety they bore the ſign of God's covenant, 
through whom it was at laſt to be accompliſhed 
in the birth of the Meſſiah. You know that 
after the aſcenſion of Chriſt, when the, ends of 
the Moſaic and Abrahamic diſpenſations were 
anſwered, that the circumciſion of children 
was prohibited. And can you be a ſtranger 
to the diſguſt and offence, which this gave 
to the Jews? Acts xxi. 20, 21. 


As to Apoſtolical tradition. Are you un- 


acquainted with the ingenuous conceſſion of 


that learned Pædobaptiſt Dr. Whitby? Who 
ſays 
to the immunities of each preceeding diſpenſation. (3:) 
That whatever natural right we may grant to children 
under the mo/aic and abrahamic diſpenſations : by the 
very nature and conſtitution of the goſpel covenant, 
children or parents enjoy no natural claim or title to 3s 
riviledges; bat faith only gives them a right to the 
leſſings of the chriſtian covenant, Jobn, i. 12, 13. 
Gal. ili. 26, with many other places. So that whethe: 
it be right or wrong, not © To initiate our children into 
the goſpel covenant.” We think we can ſupport our 
neglect by a very good reaſon, wiz, that we cannot ds 
this for them: we can indeed ſprinkle water on them ; 
- or waſh them in that Element; but this we apprehend 
can never ſecure the blefiings of a covenant, which 
is conditional; and the conditions of which, they cannot 
perform themſelves ; nor can we diſcharge thoſe condi- 
tions for them. Beſides we further think, that all 
the arguments from the uſage of circumciſion are in- 
concluſive: till ſome text, or texts, be produced; which 
teach us to conſider Baptiſm as a ſeal, fign or confir- 
mation of the goſpel covenant : in which light the blood 
of Chriſt alone, is to be viewed. | x 1 


40 before, whether L ſhould , not think 1 It. were 


OC & ) 


rove it to be, doubtful and uncertain whether 
i practice did conſtantly obtain, till ſeve- 
2 hundred years after Chriſt.* Are you a 


ſtrang er to the conceſſion of Dr. Barlow, 


5 Biſhop of Lincoln? Who thus 
writes. The truth is, infant baptiſm did 


1e (how or by whom, I know not) come in 


« in the ſecond century; and in the third 
60 and fourth began to be practiſed; though 


& not generally, and defended as wa by 


* that text grolsly miſ underſtood.” Jobn 
1. 5 5 
0 5 | | You 

F Difſett. de I Script, interpretatione, preſat. $. . 


5 Grantham's Friendly Epiſt. p. 11. Here permit me 
to add the following remarkable paſſage from Mr. 


Whiſion's: Life, p. 177; 128. Now the occafion- of 
©* my diſcovery of this antient error of the Baptiſm 


« of uncatechized infants, Was a queſtion | put to_me 
« by Mr. Sbelſtuell, when 0 was 15 to bap- 


« tize bim and. a fiſter of hi % who were good chriſe 


e tians, excepting that they had never been 9 


etter 
« if baptiſm were deferred till after inftruQion, than 
<< uſed- before it? My anſwer was this, that, I muſt 
*« honeſtly confeſs, I ſhould myſelf have thought 12 
* but, that 1 was no legiflator, and ſo. ſubm 155 

— what I then took to 3 

* vi. 15. Do you alſo baptize your Infants and 
« them up in the nurture and admonition of G 


4 For, ſays he, ſuffer little children to come unto. od 


«0 * forbid them not. When Mr. Shelfevell \ Was gon 
I reflected upon what had been ſaid, and was 1 415 


1 ſatisſiec that I had been forced. to allow, that © in 


4% my opinion, this law of Chriſt was not ſo. right! 


* it ſhould be: Whereupon, I immediately ſet myſelf 


4% to examine What the ' New Teftament, and the moſſ 
22 early Fathers meant by the words which they 2 
PR. en 


ſays, that Dr. Gale's very learned letters 


e a law of Chriſt, Top wi 


you conſider as members af Chriſt's church, 


You ſay, that the Adult-baptizer has 
never been able to: produce either precept or 
precedent for refuſing baptiſm to his: infant- 
chiidren; Are you, Sir, upon your: prin- 
ciples able to vindicate your denial: of the 


Eord's Supper to infants? What precept or 


precedent can you produce for your refu« 
ſing the bread and wine to infants? whom 


and 


„ When they ſpeale of Baptifm of 7/anits or Ftrld hil- 
% nen, I mean vime and , and which they ef 
16 gy cn not incapable. of that holy ordinance; and 
J ſoon diſcovered that they were only thoſe that 
„% were capable of. catechetick inſtruction; but not fit 
c“ for utiderſtanding harder matters; and that none 
« but fuch Iafams and Little-thilafen were ever in the 
6 firſt and fecond century made partakers of baptiſm, 
This moſt important. diſcovery, 1 ſoon communicated 
„to the world in this paper; (i. e. Primitive Infum- 
« Baptiſm revivtd) wich dotit Bifhop Hoadley Dr. 
« Clark greatly approved; but ſtill went on in the 
„ordinary practiſe, notwithſtanding, I ſent this paper 
„ alſo by an intimate friend, Mr. Haines, to Sir {/aar 
& Newton, and defired to know his opinion, the anſwer 
«© returned was this, that they both had diſcovered 
« the ſame thing before; nay I afterwards found that 
« Sir [aac Newtbn. was fo hearty for the Baptiſts, as 
«« well as for the Eaſebians or Arians; that he ſome- 
« times ſuſpected theſe two were the two witneſſes in 
ce the vrt. Theſe great men, Hadley, Clare, 
Haines und Sir Jſaat Newton diſcovered that according 


to the hiſtdfy of the primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, 


Baptiſm followed inſtruction, and that none but ſuch 
infants as had received inſtruckion were baptized. 
Here you fee the Adult-Baptizer has long ſince pro- 


| duced the argument you called for. And ſince Sir 


Jae Far a ſuch honorable ſuſpicions in fa- 
vour of the Baptiſts: Dr. Gill may take ſhelter under 
that great name from the ironical and ungenerous 
ſatyr of your pen. 


— 


— 
— 22 


Ca 
and initiated into the goſpel covenant? by 
what authority do you make ſuch a diſ- 


tinction of time between the obſervation of 


the chriſtian rites? did not Baptiſm and 
the Lord's-Supper conſtantly attend and fol- 


low one another in the Apoſtolic age: and 


by what direction or example do you ſup- 
port the ſeperation you make between them? 
As for us, we need no precept or precedent 
for refuſing baptiſm to infants; ſince, if the 
command of Chriſt and the practiſe of his 
Apoſtles have fixed and aſcertained the nature, 


intent and moral uſes of Baptiſm, they who 


by their age and capacity cannot anſwer its 
original intention and uſe, are neceſſarily ex- 
cluded by thoſe precepts and examples, which 
afford us -a clear and determinate idea of the 
views and purpoſes of this inſtitution z and 
we cannot but conſider Baptiſm, as practiſed 
by us, as perfectly agreeable and conſonant 


to the practiſe of it in the firſt age. 


For, let the practiſe of that age and our 
fentiments and conduct be compared together. 
Now, in the ſubjects of it, it is the effect of 
inſtruction and the reſult of an acquaintance 
with the nature and effect of Chriſt's miſſion; 
ſoit was then. Now, it is founded on a per- 


ſonal conviction and belief, and flows from a 
deſire of being intereſted in the important 


bleſſings of the goſpel by a ſubmiſſion to its 
injunctions; ſo it proceeded from the ſame 
principles then. Now, it is an acknowledge - 


ment and profeſſion of faith in Chriſt; ſo it 


was then. Now, it obliges the ſubjects of it, 
| „ . | being 
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l „ 
7 being their own act, to walk in all newnefs 
of life, and to purify their conſcience fxom 
evil works, it anſwered the ſame moral deſign 
then. In the ſpring, the reaſon, the nature 
and the uſe of it, it is the ſame in both caſes. 

] Where then is the difference? Will a greater 
5 ſpace of time, employed in receiving religious 

z and chriſtian inſtruction, make ſuch an alte- 
ration in our circumſtances, as to render the 
nature of Baptiſm different in our caſe, from 
what it was in theirs? They were inſtructed; 
fo are we. They believed, and therefore were 
baptized, on this principle do we act. They 
profeſſed their faith in Chriſt; ſo do we. They 
thus obliged themſelves to a good life ; ſo do 
we. Are not then the Scripture inſtances and 
examples on our ſide, | 


As to the hopes the Doctor indulges of the 
more univerſal prevalence of his opinion and 
conduct in Baptiſm; why, Sir, ſhould you 
ſo unhandſomely introduce the indecency and 
indelicacy of the Age, as the ſource of thoſe 

7 hopes? Every man, who thinks he has trurh 
3 on his ſide, will anticipate the proſpect of 
b its univerſal and final influence under the 
auſpices of the God of Truth. The Doctor, 
perhaps, founded his expectation on ſome par- 
ticular, as well as this general reaſon. Within 
the compaſs of my own information and know- 
ledge, there are not a few inſtances of learned 
and good men of late years, even after they 
themſelves had practiſed it, who have diſ- 
claimed and refuſed further to -perform the 
' baptiſm of infants. For my own part, I re- 
Jice in the thought, that that ſide _— 


acts under the ſanction of truth, which ſide ſo- 


ever it is, will finally prevail. 


The reaſon, on which you build your judge- 
ment of the mode, permit me to ſay, appears 
to me to be a miſtake and weak: 4 miſtake ; 
becauſe that no inſtance occurs, where water 
alone was ſprinkled for purifying, and the per- 
ſons to be cleanſed were expreſsly commanded 


_ ito :Walh their fleſh and bathe themſelves in 
water, fee Ex. xxix. Lev. xiv. Numb. xix. 


Meat: —againſt the united force of thoſe 
arguments, which the word ,4apti/o, the 
-Scrjpture-expreſſion about the manner of ad- 
miniſtring baptiſm, the ſeripture alluſi- 
ons to baptiſm, and univerſal and antient 


tradition, afford in favour of immerſion. The 


arguments for this are ſo ſtrong and cone 


vincing, that ſome of the moſt learned and 


zealous Pædobaptiſts have formerly acknow- 
ledged the concluſion that ariſes from them. 
{Henee even Mr. Baxter confeſſes in his 
Annotations, that, ** Baptiſm then Was by 
<<..waiſhing; tbe 4vhole Body.. | 


Thus, Sir, have I followed you through 
your animadverſions. If you, are (as LWOuld 
perſuade myſelf you are) a lover truth, 
;you vill, readily. join with me in reebmmend- 


ing a ſerious and impartiah enquiry into this 
ſubject, and will allow me as on the ſide of 


infant ⸗baptiſm, 40 mention Mr. Hleming S 


tracts on Baptiſm, Haptiſin f Hhiſanis a rea- 
ſonaùle ſervice, and dipping not ibe auiy:: _ 
= . : 95 N 9 | 


Vid. Annotations, Mat. iii. 5. Note (1,) 
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of baptiſm : ſo on the other ſide, Burroughs 


on poſitive inſtitutions with the defence: Leiters 
on baptiſm, to the author of the plain ac- 
count of the Sacrament: Wilſou's Manual: 
and Mr. Bulkeley's chapter on the ſubject 
in his CEconomy of the Goſpel ; as the beſt 
modern pieces in the controverſy. 


Now with my beſt wiſhes for your improve- 
ment in truth and goodneſs unto eternal life, 
I would ſubſcribe myſelf, as bound by the 


ſtrong and engaging ties of univerſal love and 
chriſtian benevolence, | 


Sir, 


Tour alfeckionate, 


Humble Servant, 


Zenevolus Philalethes. 


E Cop 


„ 
Copy of a LETTER, 


Publiſhed in the Vbite-ball! Evening-Poſt, 


September 17, 1747, with notes by the 


Author. 


And he faith unto him, Out of thing own mouth 
will I judge thee, Luke, xix. 22, 
In,; ä ; 
You have taken occaſion from three Letters, 
addreſſed to you by the Rev. Mr. White, 
to revive and lay before the public what e- 
qually demands the moſt ſerious and diſin- 
tereſted examination of every perſon without, 


no leſs than within the pale of the national 


churches of Sourh and North Britain, who 
truly calls himſelf a Proteſtant, i. e. a ge- 
nuine Chriſtian, 5 


Of this denomination no man diſbelieves ; 
or will difpute the truth and importance of 
the following principles, which you have 
publickly avowed in your two anſwers and 


reply to the fellow of St. John's College, 
viz. ** That in Chrift's church he is the 
only ſovereign and head, He only hath 


t power to decree ceremonies and rites, to 
* fix terms of communion and authority in 
matters of faith; that no man, or body 
of men, have authority to command things, 


« which Chriſt never commanded'; to teach 


doctrines which he never taught; to enjoin 
terms 
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* 
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( 27 ) 
te terms of communion and Rites of religious 
&« worſhip, which Chriſt never enjoined, vid. 
« Iſt Anſwer, p. 30. That Chriſt is the only 
& fountain of influence, juriſdiction and pow- 
«er in his church, by commiſſion from 
« whom alone all its officers act, p. 27. 
„ The church of Chriſt is a religious eſtab- 
« liſhment, founded upon the ſcriptures, as 
<« the only authentic rule of ics doctrines and 
„ worſhip, p. 21. Whatever viſtble ſociety 
< then hath its terms of admiſſions, the qua- 
<« lification of its members and rites of worſhip) 
5 fixed not divinely, but only by the will and 
“ authority of men, cannot be (in theſe 
„ caſes) the truly catholic and chriſtian church, 
p. 20. The ſubjects of Chriſt are expreſsly 
«. commanded, and charged by himſelf, (their 
great and only Lord) to receive nothing as 
i doctrine, or part of religion, which are only 
* commandments of men, p. 30. And his 
% faithful ſubjects by the allegiance they owe 
to him are obliged to enter their proteſs againſt 
* ſuch uſurpation, and to ſtand faſt in the li- 
* berty wherewith Chriſt hath fet them free, 
P · 16. ; 


On theſe catholic principles, (which are no 
other than the genuine records*and canon law 
of the New Teſtament ) you have abundantly vin- 
dicated the lawfulneſs and duty of your peace- 
able ſeperation and diſſent from the national 
church of England; the particular and diſcri- 
minating conſtitution of which, you have ſhewr 
(as I verily believe) to the neceſſary and full 
conviction of your impartial readers, to be dif- 

| E 2 ferents 


„ 


ferent, and in many important points, incom- 


patible with the conſtitution of the church of 


Chriſt, vid. 1ſt Anſwer, p. 20 10 34. 


This heavy charge is not confined to the na- 
tional church of England, as by law eſtabliſhed. 
For whoever will permit himſelf to look through 
the ſpectacles of common ſenſe and honeſty into 
the conſtitution, or hiſtory of the ſeveral par- 
ticular churches in chriſtendom, even from Rome 
to Edinburgh, muſt needs ſee, that the wealth 
and power and miniſtry of the clergy, eſtabliſh- 
ed by law in each national church, have been 
made to depend on the decrees and licence of 
their ſuperiors; who have always required their 
ſolemn declaration, ſubſcription and conformity 
to the articles and creeds, to the worſhip and 
government, which have been framed and im- 
poſed upon them by fallible and intereſted men, 
as the neceſſary introduction and tenure of 


church preferment. 


The church of England has no more than 
her common ſhare in the guilt and injuries oc- 
caſioned by theſe unſcriptural and antichriſtian 
demands, which in a great meaſure are removed, 


or at leaſt very happily qualified by an act of 


toleration to all proteſtant diſſenters in South 


and North Britain, who avow their civil allegi- 
ance due to the proſperity and ſecurity of the 

vernment: by whoſe equity and moderation 
they hold the protection and exerciſe of their 


civil rights and religious liberties, 


Every- 


( ag ) 


Every chriſtian is, indeed, bound by his 
allegiance to the chriſtian lawgiver, and in re- 
gard to his own beſt improvement and happi- 
neſs to become a member of that church, 
whoſe conſtitution and worſhip he deliberately 
judgeth to be moſt conformable to the pre- 
ſcription and authority of the goſpel, fo far 
as the. convenience of his ſituation will reaſon- 


ably allow him: and wherever a loyal ſubject 


of his Majeſty King George - apprehends the 
miniſtry of a clergyman, cſtabliſhed by law, 
to be leſs promiſing to anſwer to bimſelf, the 
great purpoſes of chriſtian aſſociation, the mo- 
deration and good ſenſe, the honour and au- 
thority of our late and preſent governors, tolerate 
a diſſent, and vindicate all thoſe who exerciſe 


that religious liberty, with which the laws of 


God and Chriſt and reaſon have immutably in- 


veſted them. And-it is truly deplorable, that 


any fellow of a college, in an Ego univerſity, 
ſhould expoſe the defect of his underſtanding 
and modeſty by charging that non-conformity 
as an act of diſobedience to the civil magiſtrate, 
which is notoriouſly vindicated by the very ſame 
authority from which the national church of 
England derives its exiſtence, and is till de- 
pending for its legal conſtitution and re- 
VENUES. . - 


But an author of your character wants not 


to. be informed, that a conſcientious diſſent 
and peaceable ſeperation from the national 


church of England, is no demonſtration of 
your own conformity to the authority and 
conſtitution of the church of Chriſt. And, 
| . cc as 


on. 
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( 39 ) 
« as you have ſpent your whole life among the 
* diſſenters, are acquainted with a great number 
« of their churches and miniſters,” p. 18, it 
cannot have eſcaped your own obſervation, or 
experience, that in the conventicle ho leſs than 
in the pariſh-church, an authority has been 
claimed and exerciſed, „to command things, 
« which Chriſt never commanded, to teach doc- 
&< trines which he never taught, to enjoin terms 
e of communion, and rites of religious worſhip, 
« which Chriſt never enjoined,” p. 30. all which 
ſhall be fairly expoſed to the world, when- 
ever you ſhall think fit publickly to demand 


3 | 


In the mean time the writer of this letter, 
recommends to your impartial conſideration, 
the following ſpecimen of bis ability, to return 


the ſame charge upon the diſſenters in general, 


which you have publiſhed, and in his opinion 
made good, againſt the conſtitution and wor- 
ſhip of the national church of Exgland in par- 
ticular : by refering you to two paragraphs in 
your ſecond anſwer to Mr. White, wherein you 
ſay, It is the opinion (you mean the general 
« opinion and practice) of the diſſenters, that 
« when an infant is brought to be entered by 
« baptiſm into the family, or church of God, 
« and a ſolemn vow and engagement is to be 
* made before the church for its religious 
c education, that the parents whoſe child it 
is, and to whom both God and nature have 
«© committed its education; that thoſe (you ſay) 
* are the proper perſons to ſtand forth, and 
| | take 


See the Poſteript. 
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« take upon them this great and important 
* truſt; and to bind themſelves by a ſolemn 
« vow faithfully to diſcharge it,” viz. 2d 
Anſwer to White, p. 2. and in p. 10. you 


thus proceed. As for the open and ſolemn 


c renewal of the baptiſmal covenant before 


God and many witneſſes, which (Mr. White 


* had ſaid) baptized perſons ought to make 
« when they come to years of diſcretion— 


This (504 anſwer) they (i. e. the baptized 


« perſons) make with us (diſſenters) in the 
* other ſacrament of the ſupper which Chriſt 
* himſelf has appointed, and which is the only 
« inſtitution his wiſdom has thought fit to appoint 
« for this purpoſe.” 


In theſe two paragraphs you have made 
yourſelf perſonally accountable, and you are 
hereby ſolemnly called upon, as an avowed 
diſſenter, and both the publiſher and advocate 
of their general and daily practice in this caſe, 
by virtue of the allegiance you owe and profeſs to 
the chriſtian lawgiver; and in order to purge 
yourſelf from the guilt and injury of teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men : to pgint 
out to your chriſtian brethren the particular place, 
or places, in which it is expreſſed and may be 
found in that holy bible, which the great Chilling. 


worth truly called, the only religion of proteſtants, 


1ſt, That infants are to be brought and 
entered by baptiſm into the family or church 
of God, and how it is poſſible for this to be 
done, according to your own apprehenſion, 


« if you continue to think it eſſential to 
** the idea a of church, that it is a ſociety of 


| volunteers, 


( $2. ) 
* volunteers, a company joined together in 
« certain acts and profeſſions by common conſent, 
* and that without, much leſs, againſt his own 
* agreement and conſent, no man can with 
* any truth be ſtiled a member of any church :" 
all which you have expreſſed as your own 
thoughts and words in your ſecond anſwer, 


. 44. 


5 


' You are farther obliged and ſolemnly charg- 
ed by the occaſion and authority aforeſaid, 
to mention the text or texts in the neu 
teſtament of Jeſus Chriſt, wherein it is expreſſ- 
ed and may be found. | 


2dly. That the baptiſm inſtituted by Jeſus 
Chriſt is a ſocial aft of chriſtian worſhip, in 
which others are perſonally concerned, together 
with thoſe who adminiſter and receive it, 
which is to be done and repeated, (you ſay 
openly and ſolemnly renewed) in the church 
before God and many witneſſes; * and to 
inform the world (in proof of this aſſertion) 
in what church of Chrif his inſpired evan- 
geliſt Philip adminiſtred this rite of revealed 
religion to the treafurer of the queen of the 
Atbiopians, and what members of that church 
were then and there preſent, as witneſſes of 
this ſacred tranſaction. You are farther ob- 
liged and required by and from the autho- 
rity of God's holy word to ſnew. 
3dly, That at the time (and in connection 
with the act) of adminiſtring baptiſm to an 
3 infant 
See the Poſtſcript, 


1 


TS 
infant, a ſolemn vow and en Ag 


be made before the church, 
education. 


4thly, Thar it is the (ixpres) will and aps 
pointment of the chriſtian lawgiver, that t 
parents of the child, -or infant fo baptized, 
are at chat time, and upon the fame account, 
to ſtand forth and sake upon them this great 
and jmportant truft (viz. of its religious edu; 
cation) and to bind themſelves by a folemn 
vow faihfally to diſcharge it. 


Finally, you ate required” and: obliged to 
ſhew from the declaration and evidence of 


the holy ſcriptures rhemſelves (which ate the 


Perfect and only authoritative rule in all akts of 
revealed religion:) 


5thly, The obligation therein laid upon — 


baptized perſons, when they come to years of 


diſcretion, to receive the Lord's ſupper, 
« for the open and ſolemn renewal of theif 
i baptiſmal covenant, before God and many 
<< witneſſes; which other ſacrament of the. 


"8 N (you ſay W Chriſt himſelf has 


<< appointed 


1 bs 5 ic not apparently inſigntfcznt for the ſureties 
þ oem godfathers or Godmothers) 'to ſtand forth and 
ke upon themſelves this t and impartant truſt, 
Fefore the life or capacity of the children to receive a 
Ii. ious education can be kgown ? 7 would it not habe 
4 better aſpett and more promifing effekt for parents, &c. 
to bind chemſelves by 4 tokemn vow; faithfully to diſs 
charge chis truſt at the proper ſeaſpn 9 fits operatio e 
ther 1 ſuffer the ene of ” 75 be e al 
by tigte, or totally ptefeite by «> 


„ * 
& appointed and is the only inſtitution” (i. e, & | 
- excluſive of all other ordinances and acts of "x 
Chriſtian worſhip) * which his wiſdom has 

* thought fit to appoint for his purpoſe. 


If the ſupper of our Lord be the true and 
only inſtitution appoiated by himſelf for this 
purpole ( as you have affirmed in the face of the 1 
world) you are capable and perſonally obliged 2 
to ſhew, where this appointment is to be found 2 
in the yew teſtament, wherein the apoſtles of 3 
| Feſus Chriſt have recorded to all future ages, 1 
the whole council of God, and have kept back | 
nothing from bis church that was pgofitable to it, 
ACTS xx. 20. | 11 | why 


This diſcovery is indeed neceſſary to juſtify 
the opinion and practice (of by far the greater 
part) of proteſtant diſſenters from the church 
eſlabliſned by law; but which diſcovery, 

whenever you make it, will be no leſ unex- 

pected and aſtoniſhing- to many of your pro- 
teſtant brethren, than it will be even zo :your- 
ſelf, when the Rev. Mr. White ſhall produce 

a text of ſcripture, proving the ſame inſtitu- 

tion of our Lord's iupper, to be lawfully and 

originally intended to be uſed as a civil quali- 
fication for an employment in the cuſtom- houſe, 
or a command in the army. ©. 


' Theſe high demands are all grounded upon 
your own avowed principles, they are taken 
rom your own. account of the general opinion 
and practice of the diſſenters, whom you have 
_ conſequently and publickly charged with u- 
ſing the two poſitive inſtitutions of the great 
n "> chriſtian 


e 
chriftian lawgiver (not according to the in- 
ſtructions and authority of his own goſpel, 
but after the faſhion, the arbitrary, fluctuating 
cuſtoms of this world, and the wantonneſs of 
ſuperſtition.) It becomes you, who have 
brought this public and heavy charge upon the 
greater part of proteſtant diſſenters from the 
church of England to wipe it off ; either by 
your public acknowledgment of the truth-and 
Juſtice of this charge, or by your fair and ho- 


neſt refutation of it. 


Your ſilence to this demand muſt coſt you. 
the reputation and peace of a confiſtent pro- 
teſtant. The heavy blows you have dealt to 
Mr. J/—, will then rebound upon your own 
head, and your two anſwers and reply to his 
three letters, will be for ever quaſhed by his 
ſentence, who ſpoke as never man ſpake. And 
why beholdeſt thou the mote that is in thy bro- 
ther's eye, but. conſidereſt not the beam that is 
in ihine own eye? and how wilt thou ſay to thy 
brother, let me pull out the mote out of thine eye, 
and behold a beam is in thine own eye ? Thou 
hypocrite ;, firſt caſt out the beam out of thine 
own eye, and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt 
out the mote out of thy brother's eye, Mat. vii. 
3» 4, 5 


Happy is be who condemneth not himſelf in that 
' thing which be alloweth, Rom. xiv. 22. which 
happineſs that you may experience in this 
world, and rejoice in 7 never ceaſing — 

| 2 - 


( 36 ) 

or in, the world. to. come, I moſt heartily. 
u, with the true affection 00 wh 
of x riſtian, | 


Far SURIDf, 
15 bis third letter ꝰ the diſſenting 3 


n endeavour to explain the matter by an in- 
t fant in the lord of the manor's court, who 
by his attorney is admitted to his copyhold, 


« or by an infant king, who hath fome one 
< of the nobility, who in his name and for 
« his benefit is appointed to take the corona- 
« tion; oath, and thereby oblige him to ob- 
“ ſerve the laws and protect his. ſubjects, Sc. 


66. nn avail: you. nothing : 


& does 


zradifions, which diſgraced the diſſenting gentleman's 
ſecond e oft in defiance Ant 13 the * 1 
taken o 


„„ „% 417 


ver ax 
7e. N. 1 e 


man fays, p. 26, % You (4, e: Mr Wh Bite). 


*. and covenants to do homage for the ſame; 


4 But theſe inſtances (replies the. e 


9 ift, The child, when admitted by Me; at- 
86 mer in the berge e court to his copyhold, 


1 The 3d letter to Mr. Nite a cared in 1748, where 
in are repeated ſome of the ſame abſurdities and. ene 
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5 dees not covern to do ftomage for the 
t fame. That he does not covenant, I prove 
£ by a very plain and inconteſtible argument, 
* which is, that he cannot — There is xo ſenſe 
* of all, no religious, or moral ſenſe in which 


« the infant can, with any truil of propritty, 


6< be ſaid to covenant, No, It is the attorney, 
and he alone that covenants to perform the 
„ homage. And in cafe of a minor king, 
« hen one of the nobility takes the corona - 
4 tion oath. in his nate or ſtead (if any ſuch, 


s ceremony be ever performed) he does not, 


** cannot, in am ſenſe, thereby oblige the 
royal infant tb obſerve the laws and protect 


* the ſubjects.- Not whilſt att infatit---becauſe 


© not being a mbral\ agent, be canmt poſſibly be 
te capable of moral obligution.— And not when, 
t© he comes of age, becauſe the promiſe or 


c oath of one rational moral agent can never 


0 properly oblige another, if that orher was 
* not at all conſtious of, nor gave his aſſent 
* to it. The whole nature and extent of the 
* obligation in that cafe is unqueſtionably this, 
e the nobleman who takes the oath as perſo- 
*© nating the king, and who, during the mi- 
e nority is veſted with regal power, ſwears, 
«© thar he himſelf will, in the exerciſe of that 
*© power, obſerve the laws and protect the 


. ſubje&ts.—The obligation of this oath, which 


„ is made by himſelf only, can extend only to 


* himſelf, and it laſts only fo long, as he con- 


ts tinues veſted with regal power; but when the 
£* royal infant comes of age and aſſumes the 
* power into his own hands, be muſt perſonally 


tue tht oath; or ſome way or ether ſignify” 


S bis 


6 

hit ſolemn aſſent to it in order to his being 
e laid under * real obligation by it: Spd; 

40 then, f | 


Pos 2dly, Thel caſes alſo dts differ 5 
< that of the baptized infant, becauſe in both 
of them there are ſeveral important ſervices 
and actions to be done (which mult be per- 

formed by ſome one) whilſt the minority 
& continues. In the firſt, there are ſuits and 
« ſervices in the lord's court and quit-rents to 
<« be paid. In the other, there are acts of 
regal power to be continually exerted 
* for the due government of the people, 
<« even whilſt the infancy remains. Theſe, 
< therefore, . being indiſpenſably neceſſary to be 


« done, and the infant being utterly incapable 
« of doing them ; hence ariſes. a neceſlity of 
< ſome perſon undertaking, to diſcharge theſe 


oF offices, and to act in the infant's ſtead. . But 


eis there any thing like this in the caſe of bap- 


& fixed infants ? Is there any ſervice or ho- 
* mage, any faith or vows which God expects 
* from them, while their infancy laſts ? You 


e know there is not. If God then expects 


% no ſuch ſervices from the infants, why are 
© ſponſors called forth to pretend to perform 
«© them for bim? And this, when the pretence 
<« is in every view ridiculous, becauſe; in 
<« things of religion, it is utterly abſurd for one 
nan io pretend to promiſe, to repent, to believe 
a in the name of another.” 


In his examination of theſe two caſes, it is 
both well argued, and poſitively affirmed, ay 
5 | os 
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the diſſenting gentleman, that through the in- 
capacity of his knowledge and conſent, no in- 
fant can make, or be laid under any real obligation, 
by a covenant made in his name and ſtead by ano- 
ther perſon. And this his own very plain and 
ſound doctrine, concludes with the following 
appeal to Mr. White, viz. One principal 
«« deſign of che baptiſm of a child you own is, 
ec that ſome ſecurity be given, ſome; ſolemn 
<« ſtipulation be made before the church for 
< its religious education. Who then, I pray, 
* ſo proper to give this ſecurity as the 
c perſon to whom its education is com- 
„ mitred? Whom ſhould the church bring 
« under the engagement of a ſolemn vow or 
& covenant for this purpoſe ? Strangers who, 
«© perhaps, never ſaw the child, or who, when 
© the ceremony is paſt, will never ſee it more; 
< or the parents, in whoſe family it is to grow 
* up, under whoſe eye it is to be formed? 
te See 3d. Letter, p. 27, 28. 


Thus we have it from this diſſenting gen- 
tleman's own confeſſion, and the doctrine 
that immediately goes before and follows his 
appeal to Mr. White, viz. that in the matter 
of infant baptiſm, one principal deſign (which 
none who have affirmed have ever yet at- 
tempted to prove“) is ſome ſecurity, ſome 
= | | ſolemn 


The ſolemn commending of an infant to God's bleſſ- 
ing and the entering into a ſacred vow for its religious 
education (whether by parents, godfathers or — 
is a deſcription, a ſupplement and uſe of infant baptiſm 
and of a ſuppoſed rite of the chriſtian religion; which * ; 
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( 4 ) 
ſolemn ſtipulation given to-and made before 
= church by the ſecurities (whether ſtrangers 
for its religious education; but in 
— ſecurity. and ſalemm ſtipulation Cod is not 
the princi pal; wor can the baptized infant be i 
an Pelſibl ſenſe a contracting or obliged party. 


Das, 426 this fair and ſtrong reaſoning 
is all forgot, where it became leſs convenient 
to remember it, for in p. 132, this ſame 
diſſenting gentleman is found "reminding Mr. 
W bite, That the age is critical and diſcern- 

ing for the honour of the chriflian name; 

1 — the dignity of chriſtian — | 
« all claims nat clearly founded in ſcripture, or 

<<. reaſon, and all offices and rites not evidentiy 

* fupported by ther, ſhould at leaſt be fileutly 


% dropt. And then in his own: name, nay 


in the very ſame breath, rope this un- 
bappy. man. | 


The only r rite after baptiſm (6. e. of an 
c. infant) Which I fiadceither inſtituted or prac- 
* tiſed by Chriſt and his apoſtles to make a 
public recognition of our baptiſmal en- 
— 9 in the face of a chriſtian con · 


* grogation | 


who have confidently afferted, haye ever yet attempted 
w/.prave (ſo far as my knowledge or information reach) I 
am therefore free to declare, that ſince I began to con- 
fider and ſefuple the e to this preſent hour, I 
, ;begn Wale amyflf,. or by e aſſiſi- 
aner or e Other. perſon, ;to one ray 
e A . 3h God or in, de —— 


* gr: convinge my. underſſend 
La or roba ty of this — — ng 


„ 

« gregation, is the celebrating the Lord's ſup- 
« per: by this chriſtians are openly to pro- 
de feſs themſelves the ſubjects and followers 
c of Feſus Chriſt, to recognize their baptiſmal 
„ covenant, Sc.“ i. e. according to the pre- 
ceeding and avowed doctrine of this ſame diſ—- 
ſenting gentleman, not more than three pages 
before; baptized infants, when of age, are 
by the uſe of our Lord's ſupper, to renew 
engagements they never made, to repeat what was 
ever done, and to recognize their -baptiſmal co- 
venant, into which the incapacity of their for- 
mer knowledze and conſent would not ſuffer them 
to enter. | 

If, as he tells Mr. Vite, this diſſenting 
gentleman has really found the Lord's ſup- 
per to be the only rite which Chriſt and his 
apoſtles have inſtituted for his purpoſe : he 
mult be capable and obliged, as he is hereby 
once more ſolemnly called upon, to publiſh 
his diſcovery, and no longer to encourage (by 
his too obſtinate ſilence) the ungenerous ſuſ- 
picion that he has found bis: he is un- 
able, or aſhamed to tell where ; otherwiſe this 
public and repeated aſcription of the fame 
ends and uſes of one poſitive rite of the chriſ- 
tian religion, for which the fon and wiſdom 
of God has in his goſpel, diſtinctly enacted 
another, may oblige us to think or provoke ſame 
to ſay (in the words of this diſſenting gentleman 
ro Mr W#hite on the account of ſureties and 
anſwers) this buſineſs of celebrating the Lord's 
ſupper as the only rite inſtituted and practiſed 
by Chriſt and his apoſtles, for a recognition of, 
&c.—“ is ſtill covered with extremely dark and 
EA 7 ml „ impenetrable 


(„ 
© impenetrable clouds, which till ſome ne- 
light ſhall ariſe, one may venture to pro- 

„ phecy, will never be diſpelled, It turns 

** the ceremony of your Baptiſm into little elſe 
„than a ſolemn trifle, and furniſhes to un- 
e believers, matter cf everlaſting inſult, con- 


** tempt and ridicule.” 3d Letter, p. 30. 


May the better knowledge and diſcretion of 
avowed chriſtians ſeaſonably correct this mani- 
felt abuſe, and the kind providence of heaven 
effectually prevent this unmerited reflection, from 
contracting the influence of the moſt wiſe and 
ſalutary inſtitution of religion, that has ever 
appeared in this, or in any age, whether the 
moſt or the leaſt critical and diſcerning. 
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May the time come ſpeedily and never be : 
gone! When the New Teſiament of Jeſus Chriſt / 
ſhall be in the profeſſion and practice of every | 
chriſtian, his perfect, ſufficient and only rule 
of faith, worſhip and obedience. 


When the moſt obvious and profitable in- 
ſtructions of the goſpel fhall be no more tor- 
tured, by the pride, or covetouſneſs, the ig- 
norance and wickedneſs of its profeſſors, to 
ſpeak the ſenſe of every party, and in the 
Jarring language of each contending chriſtian. 


When the defenders and propagators of the 
beſt cauſe ſhal} acquit themſelves, on every 
ſide as worthy . advocates! enquiring and ar- 
guing on the weighty ſubjects of our common 
chriſtianity, not for the baſe intereſts: or ere- 
dit of any party, bur for their own. better and 

„„ = utual 


„ | 
mutual information] Not prompted by a thirſt 
of victory, but by their ſupreme reverence. 
and love of truth; not with,the borrowed ad- 
dreſs and unfelt zeal of a lawyer, but wich 
that generous ſimplicity and well-tempered 
ardor, which becomes a chriſtian! By ſuch 
prudence, which neither begins nor ends in 
guile ; but flows from an honeſt charity and 
ſeeks the-beſt means and occaſions of executing 
the calm dictates of reaſon and the abſolute 
demands of conſcience. | 


When chriſtians of each denomination, ſhall 
contend for no other faith than was once de- 
livered from the mouths of the inſpired apoſtles 
and evangeliſts to the ſaints their immediate 
converts, and afterwards completed and re- 
corded in the ae Teſtament, by theſe inſpi- 
red and only authoritative miniſters of our 
religion—for the ſufficient and ſtanding in- 
ſtruction, improvement and happineſs of all 
ſucceeding chriſtians, to the end of the world. 


When they ſhall contend for this only true 
Faith, with the only ſpirit which genuine 
chriſtianity can inſpire—in the words of truth 
(7. e. ſincerity) and ſoberneſs, with a calm, 
meek and benevolent diſpolition—endeavour- 
ing no leſs to receive, than to give inſtruction 
and mutually to eſtabliſh and improve our 
minds in the pure and uſeful faith of the 
Goſpel. | 
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N bo is a wiſe man and endued with knowledge 
among ſt vou? Let bim fhew out of a good con- 
verſatian his works with meekneſs of voi ſdom 


But, if ye have bitter envying and ſtrife in your 


bearts, glory not and lye not againſt the truth. 
This wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, but is 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſb. For where envying and 
ſtrife is, there is confuſton and every evil work. 


But, the wiſdom that is from above is firſt pure, 


then peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be entreated; 
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality 
and without hypocriſy. And the fruit of righteouſ- 
neſs is ſown in peace, of them that make peace, 
James, ili. 13—18. 5 
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by Jeſus of Nazareth i in his Controverſy with 
12 Chief Men of the Jews add familiar Con- 
with the Multitude. N 
To which is added, f 
A Drscovxsz on the eboſeciaeht Manner, Uf 
and Motives of the Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
N RICHARD) HARRISON. 


V. B. In this Book is inſerted a mort Office, ̃ 
of Chriſtian Baptiſm | on the Plan of the New 
_ Teſtament. FCC 
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